Sex steroids and spermatogenesis in the African catfish (Clarias gariepinus).
Little is known about the physiological regulations of spermatogenesis of the African catfish (Clarias gariepinus), a species used as an experimental model for two decades. After a brief introduction to the cystic type of spermatogenesis in fish, the role of androgens and estrogens will be discussed, leading to a conclusion that androgens are required for spermatogenesis while their mode of action is poorly understood. In the cystic mode of spermatogenesis in fish, the Sertoli cells are formed cystic, in the somniferous lobules enclosing a single germ cell clone, providing suitable experimental models to address questions of relevance for vertebrate spermatogenesis in general.